Joint symptoms in patients on bupropion therapy.
To describe joint symptoms related to bupropion therapy. We retrospectively reviewed adverse events in bupropion-treated patients reported to the Bourgogne Drug Surveillance Center, France, between October 2001 and December 2002. Joint symptoms classified by the causality assessment as related to bupropion were identified and examined. Four cases were found. Three patients had semi-delayed hypersensitivity reactions resembling serum sickness, manifesting as urticaria and arthralgia with or without a fever. The remaining patient had an unusual presentation consisting in acute monoarthritis of the wrist that started a few days after bupropion initiation. Hypersensitivity reactions to bupropion are fairly common and include rare cases of serum sickness-like reaction. Urticaria and incapacitating arthralgia are at the forefront of the clinical picture and may require a brief period of inpatient care. Antihistamines are the treatment of choice. Other manifestations such as acute monoarthritis might occur, although this awaits confirmation as we identified a single case.